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Even though going in the little pool was new to the dogs, it wasn’t
something that was new to me. All I had to do was look further in our
yard to see the sparkling water of our above ground pool with the
ladder waiting for someone to climb up and jump right in. Even
though I have certainly been in our pool before and enjoyed it, there
was still some hesitation to chance the hose cold temperature or walk
away from my gardening to take a break and cool off.

Each of these examples reminds me how many of us might be feeling
about starting back to our normal routines and activities or even
starting something new after this time of separation from one another.
We may circle around the idea, give it some time, and revisit later. But
just like my dogs, the real joy comes when you decide to step into the
water!

A few weeks ago, our family purchased a small,
plastic pool for our dogs to cool off during especially
hot days. We set it on the deck and waited to see how
they would respond, even adding pull-cord
swimming toys to draw their attention. Though they
had obviously seen water before, the pool was still

something new so there appeared to be some apprehension with how
to approach it. There was some sniffing, walking up and backing away,
quick laps of water to quench their thirst, and then finally one took the
first step in! Within a few more minutes they were running back and
forth in the water, playing with toys, and drinking the water that came
splashing their way. If you have ever owned or played with a dog, you
know what I mean when I say they looked like they were actually
smiling!

schools as soon as we hear word that we can. In the meanwhile, we
will continue to offer the Digital Mentor Program and will likely keep
this option available for those that it worked well for even when in-
person mentoring begins. If you would like to tutor a student in
reading with a specific, sensory-based program, we will offer free
training in the Barton Reading & Spelling Program. This program can
be used with children, teens, and/or adults who are struggling with
reading and can be a real life-changer for participants through
intense, weekly instruction.

If you are interested in short-term opportunities, the READ Book
Delivery Program will continue to need volunteers to select, package,
and deliver books to children living in Saginaw County. This program
will be offered three times per year with the chance to participate
once or every time. Since our focus will include encouraging children
to share their books with others and partnering with the Little Free
Libraries, we will also be looking for volunteers to help monitor and
restock participating Little Free Libraries as a free reading source in
the community. 

The READ Association offers many opportunities to either return to
volunteering, try something new, or get involved for the first time! If
you would like to mentor right away, we have formed a few
partnerships that would love to start in-person mentoring this
summer. We are still waiting for more information regarding the fall,
but if you enjoy mentoring in-person, we will be returning to

When we are able to return to nursing homes, we will be looking for
volunteers to ride the STARS bus from schools to nursing homes once
per week to serve with another set of hands in connecting the young
with the seniors. In the meanwhile, we still need cards, pictures, and
notes to seniors to brighten their day.

So as you navigate the landscape of the best way to reach out to
others, READ is here ready for you to take the plunge into helping out
children with reading when they need us the most. Whether you want
to test the waters or dive right in, we are anxious to hear from you!

Sunshine and summer reading,
 

Cynthia Pape
Director/President
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Thank you to Hemlock Semiconductor for
donating three laptops to the READ Association
to assist with presentations, online meetings,
and working on the go. We appreciate your
partnership and generosity to help make our
work day run smoothly!

The READ Association is pleased to welcome
Rev. Ted McCulloch to the Board of Directors!
Ted McCulloch served as a pastor in mid-
Michigan since 1989, first at Taymouth
Presbyterian and, since December 2014, at
First Presbyterian in Saginaw. He has been
married for 32 years to his wife, DeAnn. They
both love living in the city and enjoy all it has
to offer. 

Ted has always loved reading, remembering Hardy Boys mysteries
as the first books he read on his own. “I am so excited to be part of
the READ program. Reading is the one thing that let’s us discover
our life’s calling while also discovering the depths of our
imaginations. Through READ, I get to be part of helping others find
those same discoveries.” 

We would also like to thank Kevin Gregory and Pastor Dennis Lafoon
for their service on the Board of Directors and appreciate their time
and contributions. 

Thank you!

Welcome!

READ
Association
of Saginaw County



The READ Association is launching a new program, the
Barton Reading & Spelling System, with training
starting this summer that will be ongoing. This
program is designed for the person who would like to
dedicate two or more hours of tutoring per week to
assist children as young as five and into adulthood who
struggle with reading, even dyslexia. The training takes
place online at your convenience with materials, online
resources, and support provided by the READ
Association. We will also connect the tutor with those
receiving services and assist with arranging schedules.
While the program typically takes place in person, we
are also working on a platform for online delivery. 

If you would like to see reading skill growth happen
before your eyes with this research-based, sensory-
enriched reading program, please call the READ Office
at 989-755-8402 or email cpape@readsaginaw.org.

Thank you to White Pine Middle School for inviting the
READ Association to their Summer Celebration! This
was our first community event in over a year and it was
great to talk with families and give books away to
students for summer reading. The READ Association
will also be participating in Saginaw’s “Light Up the
City” events throughout the summer to share program
information and encourage reading by distributing
books.

For current updates and program photos, follow
READ on Instagram, Twitter and Facebook:

facebook.com/READinSaginaw
 

Barton Reading &
SpellingProgram

Volunteer!
Opportunities Available For Summer 2021

Summer  2021

Summer Celebration!

The Digital Mentor Program is taking place throughout
the summer months for eight weeks from June 14 –
August 5. We are very grateful for the 17 mentors who
were able to work with 24 students, including some who
were available to help more than one child! Since over 60
children signed up to participate in the program, we
know there is a great need to help children with reading.

If you would still like to work with a child this summer,
two organizations are ready to start in-person mentoring
at their locations. READ would be happy to provide a
short training before connecting you with students. This
would be the perfect opportunity to either get back to
mentoring or try it for the first time. Please contact the
READ Office at 989-755-8402 for more information. 

Digital Mentor Program

Raising Readers Academy is offering four sessions during the summer months for families to learn how to make reading part of
their daily life. Families also receive free meals, books, and literacy activities to extend positive reading experiences at home. As
we transition from all online meetings to in-person, sessions will take place outdoors at the following locations, with one
session remaining online:

RRA @ the Saginaw Art Museum – July 7, 8, 9, 14, 15, 16; 12:30pm – 2:00pm
RRA in the Park (Janet H. Nash Riverfront Preserve) Tuesdays; June 22-August 24; 1:00pm – 2:30pm

RRA in the Park (Walmart Playscape off Brockway); Thursdays; June 24 – August 26; 3:00pm – 4:30pm
Virtual RRA @ Zoom; Wednesdays; June 16 – September 1; 5:00pm- 6:00pm

 

Raising Readers Academy



We are very thankful for our volunteer friends and
community organizations (such as Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church and Early Childhood Center, SVSU
Writing Center, and Hemmeter Elementary School), who
have donated hundreds of new or gently used children's
books for our READ Book Delivery Program! 

Books have a long life and can provide reading practice
and enjoyment to many children over many years. The
READ Association is pleased to collect and distribute these
books to a new set of hands for additional reading fun and
learning. If you are interested in donating, please contact
the READ Office at 989-755-8402.

SPOTLIGHT ON PROGRAMS

During National Reading Month, 742
families signed up for the READ Book
Delivery Program 6.0! Over 20
volunteers carefully selected books for
1,258 children based on their reading
level and interests and delivered 3,145
books to homes across Saginaw
County. We were pleased to welcome
employees from Jolt Credit Union to
join in with book selection and
delivery as well as many individuals
who gave their time to help putting
books in children’s hands.

Beginning this fall, we will also be
promoting the exchange and sharing
of books through the Little Free
Libraries and encouraging public
library use. It is our goal to spread our
mission to those of every age and every
neighborhood by sharing our program
information and resources for literacy
education in our community. Please
contact our office if you would like to
volunteer with this program!

The READ Book Delivery Program
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Book Donations



Join the Saginaw Art Museum in partnership
with the Saginaw Intermediate School District
and Read Association of Saginaw County on
July 15th from 6:00 p.m-8:00pm for Black Out
Poetry Night. Children are welcomed to
participate in this poetry activity that is
connected with the museum’s current
exhibition “The Art of Poetry: Visually
Reimagining the Poem.” Black Out Poetry is
designed to allow children to use their
creativity skills to change the meaning of a
writing piece and to add art to the new
meaning they created. This event is designed
for youth in 3rd - 5th grades, however, all are
welcome. Registration is requested through the
museum website: www.saginawartmuseum.org 

READ Board of Directors. While Marquell
also did an awesome job, he was the
recipient of the Random Drawing. Thank
you to Jolt Credit Union for sponsoring
the prizes of our annual contest as well as
sharing in the fun of delivery! And thanks
to the 247 poster contest entries from the
children of Saginaw...you made judging
tough with your creativity and artistic
abilities. Be sure to keep reading this
summer!

We were so happy to finally
meet our two bike winners
from the READ Poster
Contest for National Reading
Month! Lila's poster won
first place after results were
tallied from Jolt Credit
Union, United Way of
Saginaw County, and the 

Poster Contest Winners

Summer 2021
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Thanks for Giving READ Donors March thru May 2021

MARCH CAMPAIGN 
Thelma Bailey
Shedria Blackman
Francis Bentley
Marianne Bird
Patricia Bierlein
Tanya Blehm
Peggy Bistolarides
Dale Borske
Heather Boyd
Karl Briggs
Barry L. Brown
Linda Bryant
William & Joyce Cannon
Judy Chernik
Kimberley Cherry
Connie L. Clements
Arwanda Conner
Charles & Marsha Cooley
Laura K. Dean
Robin Dean
Louis Diechman
Kermit A. Diggs
Barb Doran in memory 
     of Elizabeth Carelli
Mary Ann Dupuis
Robert Earle
Mary Lou Ederer
Roselynn Ederer
Jody Farley
Clara Fehrman
Linda E. Fettig
Sharon M. Floyd
Martha J. Foster
Patricia Forster
Mable J. Freeman
Sallie M. Gaiter
Ruth Glynn
Rick & Mary Goedert
Mary Judith Grzesiak
Jackie Hall
Derrick Harge
Lera Harper-Aikin
Kristine Hartl
Jenn Hatch
Tom & Gail Hawley
Joe & Bev Heitkamp
Margaret Higgins
Lisa Mora-Jackson

Judy Jackson
Jennifer Jaffe
Mary K. James
Susan & Charles Kaltenbach
Gerald Kariem
Julie Keating
Jim & Sue Kessler
Sharon Koberstein
Joseph Kruska
Mike & Amy Lafferty
Carol Lechel
Mary Lou Lentner
Robert & Catherine Looby
Andrew & Nena Magalski
Ralph Martin
Catherine Martinez
Keith & Cheryl Marx
Noel Massie
Jan & Guy Merriam
Laurie Merton & Allen Jessmore
Maria McCarville
Mary McGregor
Robert & Linda McNier
Clifford Mell
Ann Miller
Dale Myers
Elizabeth Nellenbach
Eric Neumeyer
Rose Nickodemus
Gene Nuckolls
Janice O’Dell
Terry & David Oeming
Ethel O’Neill
William S. Ostler
Jason Paetz
Andy & Cynthia Pape
Sally Pichiotino
Hadley Pinkerton
Annette Preston
Chris Radke
Sylvia Reed
Sylvia Reimus
Jean Richardson
Jack & Kathy Rogers
Lois Roggenbeck
Emily Rush
Julie Schnell
Shirley Seitz

Dave & Carol Skolnik
Mary Spadafore
David & Gail Stoddard
Richard Stroebel
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Taylor
Demond Tibbs
Allison Vincent
Patricia Wilson
George & Linda Wojahn

SPONSOR A CHILD
Judith A. Nelson
Betty & Les Webb

RAISING READERS ACADEMY
Pam Snarey in celebration 
     of Tillie Szaroletta

SPONSOR A CENTER
Charles & Adeline Barth Charitable Foundation
Alice E. Turner Memorial Trust
Harvey Randall Wickes Foundation

OTHER GRANTS
Saginaw Leadership Cares Fund

ENDOWMENT
Carol Lechel in honor 
     of Jan Hoffman
Elinor Saunders in honor 
     of Jan Hoffman for her many years as READ 
     treasurer and for her dedication to READ
Thomas Weadock

READ BOOK DELIVERY PROGRAM
Pam Snarey in celebration 
     of Ron Stork
Wildfire Credit Union
W.L. Case & Company

IN KIND
Central Property Development
Lindsay Eggers
Gardey Financial
Network Service Group
NetSource One
Russell & Nancy Pnacek
Pam Snarey

END OF THE YEAR
Mary Jane Heitkamp
Saginaw #43 United Commercial Travelers



           I/We would like to make a donation in support of the READ Association of Saginaw County.    
   Amount Enclosed:    __$25    __ $50    __ $100   __$250    __Other $ __________ 

 Donor Name(s): _________________________________________________    Phone _____________________
                                                                (Please list name(s) as you would like to be acknowledged)

Address ________________________________   City   ___________________   State ______   Zip ___________

Email  _____________________________________________

This Gift is made:   __ In Memory of        __ In Honor of       __ In Celebration of ______________________________                
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 Person(s) / Family / Occasion

Send Gift Acknowledgement to (if applicable):  Name(s):_______________________________________________ 

Address ___________________________________ City   ___________________  State ______  Zip__________

Make general contributions payable to READ Association.
Mail all contributions to: READ Association, 
100 S. Jefferson Ave., Suite 203, Saginaw, MI  48607

You can make your donation using a credit card.  To use PayPal click the “Donate” button on www.READinSaginaw.org
(at the bottom of our home page, or the top of the Support page);  or call our office to pay by card  (989) 755-8402. 

FOR THE LOVE OF READING...SUPPORT READ

Summer 2021

Donor Acknowledgements Continued

GENERAL CONTRIBUTIONS
Angela & Thomas Barris in memory 
     of Jon Stachowiak
Lou Budd
Lauren & Thomas Deisler in memory 
     of Ernest Flegenheimer
Linda Fettig
Paula Holevac in memory 
     of Virginia Merriam
Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity
Mr. & Mr. William Johnson
Pam Koski in memory 
     of Elaine Lufkin
     in memory of Bill Beird
Mary Lou Lentner in honor 
     of Elaine Bickel
Mary McGregor in memory 
     of Ron Gorney
Dorothy D. McKandes in memory 
     of Ward E. Tibbet
     in memory of Robert McKandes
Mari McKenzie
Melanie Olk in memory 
     of Michael J. Olk, Jr.

Andy & Cynthia Pape in memory 
     of Pauline Winterstein
     in memory of Carolyn Otto
     in memory of Kathy LaPan 
Sylvia Reimus in honor 
     of Carolyn Otto 
     in honor of John Besaw
     in memory of Kenneth John Reimus
Jim & Lorna Slick in memory 
     of Joyce Hunt
Pam Snarey in celebration 
     of Brett Beyer
Psi Iota Xi Sorority
Margaret Versteeg

IN MEMORY OF JAMES PRUDEN
Bethany & Christopher Charlton
Joyce Dault & Robert Reimund
Deb & John Egerer
Ray & Marty Guzy
William & Kristine Hartl
Ramona Horonzy
Steve & Caitlin Janson
Richard Lane
Tom & Nancy Leppek
Loretta Wittkopp

BOOK DONATIONS
Angela Barris
Elissa Basil
Heather Boyd
Trashina Connor
Sue DeKett
Tracy Dixon
Lindsay Eggers
Julie Fiting
Lisa & Alyssa Hernandez
Erin, Lauren & Brett Lewis 
Susie Nielsen
Kim Pittel
Joylynn Rasmussen
Denise Reiling
Brooke Rehman
JoAnne Kee-Sangster
Shirley Seitz
Gail Stoddard
Dr. Lisa Tran
Kimberly Watkins
Kelly Warner
Les & Jodi Smith
Pam Williams
Sarah Ziegelmann



READ Association of Saginaw County
100 S. Jefferson, Suite 203

Saginaw, MI 48607

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS

READ Literacy Mentor Program and
Raising Readers Academy are 
funded in part by the United Way 
of  Saginaw County.


